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city is to invite certain laxity. Obviously, too,, the work
cannot be well done without a good-sized appropriation
from the public funds. It is only by inspection that evasions
of the rules can be detected; and inspection; to be worth
anything, must be frequent and thorough. But frequent
and thorough inspection means that a corps of skilful and
well-paid inspectors must be employed; and here is where
the legislatures and city councils usually halt: the authori-
ties hesitate to spend money to secure the enforcement
of rules which property-owners, in disregard of their own
best interests, seem often so anxious to evade. As a rule,
therefore, either too little skilled inspection is provided,
or, on the other hand, the inspectors are chosen for partisan
reasons and prove deficient both in knowledge and in
strictness.

Much can be accomplished by educating the people up to
the needs of the situation, and much has been done in
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this direction during recent years. Hiis campaign of
popular instruction has followed a variety of lines. In
the first place, it has been carried on by the issue of pam-
phlets and leaflets which contain, in pithy form, warnings
against various dangerous practices. These publications
are printed and circulated by the city's fire-prevention
department or by some unofficial authority like the local
board of trade or the chamber of commerce. Single
sheets containing a list of simple admonitions, printed in
various languages and distributed from house to house in
the tenement wards of the city, furnish an example of one
method that has apparently produced fruitful results.
In the second place, the newspapers have given assistance
by devoting a generous amount of space to the subject
within the last few years. Editorials and articles on fire
prevention appear frequently in the journals of all the
larger cities. Finally, and most important, there is the
work being done along this line in the public schools. Most
city schools now have fire drills from time to time, in order